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PROSTATE CANCER, BE A MAN CAMPAIGN 

372. Mr T.K. WALDRON to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the Premier’s media statement of 28 June 2005 and the launch of the Be a Man campaign, which targets 
prostate cancer.  The Premier acknowledged that the mortality rate for prostate cancer in country areas is 21 per 
cent higher than in metropolitan areas. 

(1) Given this startling statistic, what specific initiatives are contained in the Be a Man campaign or in any 
other state programs to assist men who live in country areas to deal with prostate cancer?   

(2) Why has the government refused to support calls for Taxotere, a drug now approved for the treatment 
of prostate cancer, to be funded through the pharmaceutical benefits scheme?   

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   

(1) The Be a Man campaign is a promotion of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia.  The campaign 
provides information on prostate cancer and encourages men to talk with their general practitioner if 
they have any concerns.  It is not a Department of Health program, nor is it funded by the Department 
of Health.  One of the great beneficiaries of the health reform program that is now under way - I will 
make statements in the house over the next few weeks about that - will be cancer.  Prostate cancer is 
one of the major health issues affecting men in our community, and the government will be announcing 
major initiatives.  However, this particular program is not a government program and it is not 
government funded.  In 2005-06, the Department of Health is providing funding to a number of 
community-based men’s groups in country areas aimed at men’s health.  This includes $106 000 to 
Midwest Men’s Health in Geraldton, $50 000 to the Men’s Resource Centre in Albany and $10 000 to 
Mates Mens Support Group in Busselton.  This funding supports improved health outcomes for men.   

(2) The funding of drugs such as docetaxel through the pharmaceutical benefits scheme requires a positive 
recommendation of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee, which is an independent expert 
committee.  State governments or ministers have no input into that process.  I would not regard myself 
as being technically superior to that committee in terms of making a recommendation on that question.   

 


